WORK  IN THE  IMPERIAL  COUNCIL                      ISy
Mohini Mohan Roy, the Maharaja of Durbhanga and Mr. Ganga-
dhar Rao Chitnavis, the doyen of the Council, were thrown out,
and die Bill passed into law substantially as it stood, and fresh
weapons were added to the armoury of a police notorious for its
corruption.
In the record of Pherozeshah's activities in the Council at this
period, a brief reference must be made to the role he played as the
spokesman of enlightened Hindu opinion on the question of the
restitution of conjugal rights, The English ecclesiastical law pro-
vided for imprisonment as a method of compelling a refractory wife
to obey a decree for restitution. Before 1877, it was very doubtful
whether such a law could apply to India. In that year, the Law
Member, Mr. Whitley Stokes, the author of the famous work on the
Anglo-Indian Codes, seized with a desire for uniformity, introduced
the clause for imprisonment in the Civil Procedure Code, which was
then being amended. A large proportion of the lower classes in
India found the change very welcome, and made considerable use
of the procedure sanctioned by the law7. This went on for some years
until the famous Rukhmabai case brought out in an aggravated
-form the hardship inflicted in individual cases by the enforcement of
the provision for imprisonment. There was considerable agitation
over the matter, and Government decided to take the first oppor-
tunity of amending the law so as to make imprisonment discre-
tionary. Accordingly, when the amendment of the Civil Procedure
Code was taken in hand in 1894, a clause was inserted in the Bill to
that effect In the Select Committee, however, orthodox Hindu
opinion triumphed and the clause was deleted.
When the Bill came up for discussion on 28 February, 1895*
Pherozeshah moved for the re-insertion of the cktise in a modified
form, whereby the Courts were empowered to order in fit cases that
a decree for restitution should not be enforced by imprisonment He
disclaimed all desire to meddle with so peculiar and complex a
system of social life and religion as Hinduism, as he held tibat wb&t~
ever reforms might be desirable and necessary should be left to be
developed by the action of time and education. "What he sought
to do was to remove an excrescence which had been engrafted UJJQG
Hinduism by an extraneous jurisprudence, and he maiotamed he